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Introduction

• The Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH) is established in 

Article 20 of the Protocol

• Parties to the Protocol are required to share certain 

types of information and decisions via the BCH

– E.g. decisions on LMOs for intentional introduction into the 

environment; decisions on domestic use of LMOs that may 

be subject to transboundary movement for direct use as 

food or feed, or for processing.

• BCH is free and available to everyone

• BCH can be accessed at: http://bch.cbd.int



22/03/2012

2

BCH and Customs Officers

• Most common types of information that 

customs officers are likely to need to find in 

the BCH are:

– Contact information for national authorities

– National decisions on whether or not the import 

of specific LMOs is allowed

Home Page of the BCH: http://bch.cbd.int
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The main page of the Finding Information section contains a welcome message and a list 

of the information available which is divided into two groups. 

The left-hand group lists categories of National Records. This information is submitted by 

Governments as mandated by Article 20 of the Protocol. 
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The right-hand group lists categories of Reference Records. 

Both groups of information also appear in the left-hand menu. 

To access a searchable database of interest, click on the link either on the Main page or in 

the left-hand menu.
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By clicking on a category of information underneath the Compiled Information heading, 

you will access a listing of information rather than a searchable database.

If you know the ID number of a BCH record, you can directly access it by entering the 

number here and clicking on the ‘Go’ button.
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If you click on a link, either on the Main page or in the left-hand menu, you will go to the 

relevant search page. 

Let’s use the “National Contacts” database as an example. 

This page provides some fields to define a search. You may use one or more fields. However, 

the more fields you use, the more specific the search result will be. 
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If you wish to access all of the records in the database, click on the ‘Browse all records’ 

button at the bottom of the search page.

Otherwise, when you have selected your search criteria, 

click on one of the “Search now” buttons that appear both at the top and at the bottom of 

the search page.

- Biosafety Clearing-House Focal Point
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On the search pages, most fields contain pre-defined terms, 

or “controlled vocabulary”, to narrow your search. 

To access this “controlled vocabulary”, click on one of the blue arrows and a 

drop-down menu will appear from which you can select from a choice of terms. 

Other fields, such as “Keyword search”, do not contain “controlled vocabulary” and allow 

you to directly type the information you wish to search for.

Ministry of Environment
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Example: Search for Indian Competent National Authorities

Result: one record found
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Record details

Record details (cont.)
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Record details (cont.)

Searching for countries’ decisions on LMOs 
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Example:

Searching for 

decisions by the 

Philippines

Search results
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Search results

Use the “Country Profiles” menu to see all the information 

submitted by Malaysia to the BCH
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We have created a Collaborative Portal for Customs Officials


